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was chief of the pediatric service at the U. S. Army Hos-
pital, Wurzburg, Germany. A diplomate of the American
Board of Pediatrics, Dr. Blevins trained for his specialty
at Homer G. Phillips Hospital, St. Louis, Missouri. He
is a graduate of Michigan State College and currently
serves on the staffs of the Hollywood Children's Hospi-
tal and the Queen of Angels Hospital.

In London last summer the Editor met CAPTAIN
REGINALD BENN (M.D., Howard 46) and later CAP-
TAIN RAIMONDO RODRIQUEZ (M.D., Howard, '45). Dr.
Benn was stationed at Chicksands, Bedfordshire and Dr.
Rodriquez was visiting London with his wife on fur-
lough from Germany. They each furnished names of
other school and service friends in the Medical Corps
who were in the area. Among them were: CAPTAIN
HARRY THOMAS (M.D., Howard, '46), Burderop Park,
Swindon; CAPTAIN THEODORE JACKSON (M.D., Howard,
'47), Chief of Surgery, Wimpole Park, Cambridge; CAP-
TAIN CORNELIUJS MATTHEWS (M.D., Howard, '47),
Fairford, and LIEUTENANT LEON BANKS (M.D.,
Howard, '48). Dr. Rodriquez has completed his service
and returned to the United States. He will spend the
year 1955 as a fellow in cardiovascular surgery at the
University of Indiana Medical Center with Dr. Harry
B. Schumacher and Dr. William Longmeyer.

In Paris on the Boulevard des Italiens, one is sure
to meet former students or colleagues in the Armed
Services. Here the Editor met CAPTAIN and MRS.
CHARLES RUNNER (M.D., Howard, '40), spending a
few days in Paris on furlough from Germany. The
Runners had seen a good bit of Europe, including Den-
mark. The amount of travel most of the men are ob-
taining, in addition to that involved in reaching their
posts of duty, is one of the most obvious benefits service
in the Armed Forces is conferring.
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WILLIAM HARRY BARNES, 1887-1945

DR. WILLIAM HARRY BARNES of Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania, thirty-seventh president of the National Medical
Association in 1936, whose portrait on the cover of this
issue of the Journal was drawn by our staff artist, Mrs.
Naida Willette Page, was the first Negro to be certified
by an American specialty board when in 1927 he be-
came a diplomate of the American Board of Otolaryn-
gology. His short life of fifty-eight years was crowded
with pioneering efforts and major achievement. Though
a prolonged illness prematurely terminated his brilliant
career, his medical light still shines through two of his
five sons who became physicians.

Dr. Barnes was born April 4, 1887 in Philadelphia
and died there January 15, 1945, having spent his entire
life in the City of Brotherly Love. As a child, Dr.
Barnes knew the material good things of life only from
a distance. His parents depended on menial employment

to support themselves and their three children, (two
girls and Dr. Barnes). Their house was on Lombard
Street, then and now, an area of the very poor.
As the Kingdom of Heaven lies within, so sprang Dr.

Barnes' ambition to aspire to medicine. Like one of
those gems "of purest ray serene, the dark unfathomed
caves of ocean bear," this poor boy's luster shone where
none could see it. His friends derided his fantastic goal,
unheard of in his neighborhood. Even his parents be-
littled the idea that he could become a doctor and im-
plored him to stop dreaming and get his mind on useful
employment within his reach. Harry Barnes' indomitable
spirit was matched, however, by a physical energy of
equal proportions. While in high school he walked ten
miles every day because the luxury of riding on the trol-
ley car was beyond his means. The distance was four
miles from home to school, then three miles more to
work and three miles from work back home. During the
school term he was a messenger and porter in jewel-
ers' establishments and in the summer worked in hotels.
The glimpses he had of the business and professional
men who were the customers of the jewelry stores where
he worked fired him with the determination to raise
himself out of the poverty into which he had been born.

In 1908 he graduated from the Central High School
of Philadelphia with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. This
institution gave this degree at that time. Dr. Barnes'
reasoned that he might spend the summer after gradua-
tion from high school more profitably in study for the
scholarship examination at the University of Pennsyl-
vania than in working in a hotel. He was confident that
he could win a scholarship and spent the entire summer
in extensive preparation for it. The discouragement and
gloomy predictions of friends and associates did not deter
him. He took the competitive examination and was
awarded a four year scholarship to the University of
Pennsylvania Medical School in 1908, becoming the
first Negro to win this scholarship. In 1912 he received
the M.D. from the University of Pennsylvania and took
his internship in the Douglass and Mercy Hospitals of
Philadelphia the following year, 1912-13.
He then entered upon the practice of medicine in

Philadelphia. Throughout his medical career the same
traits were manifested which had characterized his boy-
hood. Nothing was impossible. Hard work and study
were the only requisites for success. He never took on

anything without complete confidence of success. Any
thought of the possibility of failure was far from his
admission. He used to say- failure is from within."
His first appointment was as assistant otolaryngologist at

Douglass Hospital in 1913. In 1918 he served as an

acting assistant surgeon in the U. S. Public Health Serv-
ice. As has been noted from the nature of his initial
appointment, his interest was always in the field of
otolaryngology. Fortified by seven years of clinical ex-

perience in active practice, in 1921 he took the post-
graduate course in ear, nose and throat and special
courses in the operative surgery of those regions at the
University of Pennsylvania. During the same year he
was appointed chief otolaryngologist at Douglass Hos-
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pital and clinical assistant otolaryngologist at the hos-
pital of Jefferson Medical School, Philadelphia. Although
specialization had been gaining ground in American
medicine for some years, the first specialty board was
not organized until 1916, in ophthalmology and oto-
laryngology. Negro physicians, however, considered spe-
cialization impossible for them and many openly claimed
that any so foolish as to attempt it would starve. Ac-
cordingly, when Dr. Barnes announced in 1922 that
henceforth he would limit his practice to the ear, nose
and throat, he was pioneering again where none thought
he could be successful. Noteworthy comment on this
move appears in a letter written by Dr. Nathan F. Mos-
sell, which was published in the Philadelphia Tribune
in January 1923, as follows:

Dr. W. Harry Barnes, 1315 N. 15th Street, has
within the past ten days mailed an announcement to
his patients and to his friends in the medical pro-
fession, that he has given up his general practice for
the purpose of devoting himself entirely to his spe-
cialty, the Surgical and Medical Diseases of the Ear,
Nose and Throat.

I have not consulted the doctor, nor does he know
that I have in mind the making of these congratula-
tory remarks. No one, therefore, can charge him with
being unethical in bringing himself before the public
through the medium of the public press. I simply feel
that the doctor is entirely worthy of every encourage-
ment and support not only from his brother physicians,
but from the public generally.

Dr. Barnes has conducted the ear, nose and throat
clinics at the Douglass Hospital for more than seven
years, during this time he has done thousands of sur-
gical operations with marked skill and perfection of
surgical technique followed by the best possible re-
sults.
The doctor continues his work for charity. I quote

from his recent announcement the following:
'Hospital Clinic Hours for Charity Cases': Douglass

Hospital, Tuesday, Wednesday and Fridays, 1 to 2
p.m. Jefferson Hospital, Tuesday and Fridays, 11 to
12 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
N. F. MOSSELL

In 1924 Dr. Barnes was appointed consultant oto-
laryngologist at Mercy Hospital. He desired further post-
graduate training but found it unobtainable in the
United States so that he betook himself to France and
spent the greater part of 1924 in advanced study at the
University of Paris and the University of Bordeaux. In
addition he took personal courses under Drs. Sebileau
and Baldenbeck of Paris and Dr. Moure of Bordeaux.
After return to the United States he took another per-
sonal course under Dr. Unger of New York in 1926.
The wizardry of Dr. Chevalier Jackson with the bron-

choscope, has focussed the eyes of the world on Phila-
delphia in respect to this instrument, so that it was
natural that Dr. Barnes would seek to study under Dr.
Jackson and as natural that he would serve as mentor for

a physician who had overcome so many obstacles and
gone to such lengths to secure adequate postgraduate
training in the field of his choice. Pioneering again, he
became the first Negro to master the technique of bron-
choscopy.

Early in the thirties Dr. Barnes organized and headed
a department of bronchoscopy at Mercy Hospital. In
1931 he was appointed lecturer and consultant in bron-
choscopy at Howard University Medical School where he
served by commuting for many years. He gave personal
courses in ear, nose and throat and in bronchoscopy to
several younger otolaryngologists and coached and en-
couraged them toward certification by the same board
through which he had pioneered.

Dr. Barnes was greatly devoted to the National Medi-
cal Association. He attended the annual conventions reg-
ularly and at practically every meeting unless he was
occupied with executive duties of the Association he
presented papers, gave demonstrations or operated. At
the thirty-seventh annual convention of the NMA at
Atlanta, Georgia, in 1931, he performed seventeen ton-
silectomies in three hours. He was famed for his blood-
less operative technique.

Dr. Barnes was a founder and executive secretary of
the Society for the Promotion of Negro Specialists in
Medicine.* He served for three years as president of the
Philadelphia Academy of Medicine and Allied Sciences.
He was a member of the American Laryngological Asso-
ciation, the Philadelphia County Medical Society, the
Pennsylvania State Medical Society and the American
Medical Association. He was also a member of the Com-
mittee on the Conservation of Hearing. His professional
reputation brought forth invitations to appear before
many medical organizations, including the Philadelphia
Laryngological Society, the Medico-Chirurgical Society
of the District of Columbia, the Manhattan Central
Medical Society, the John A. Andrew Clinical Society
and many others in addition to those with which he was
actively affiliated.
At the Sesqui-Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in

1926 he conducted demonstrations at an Anatomical,
Pathological and Surgical Exhibit on the Ear, Nose and
Throat.

Dr. Barnes was a progressive innovator. He invented
a device called the hypophyscope, for visualizing the
pituitary through the sphenoid sinus using a trans-septal
approach. He devised a medical record system for in-
cluding a patient's complete medical and financial data
on one three by five inch card. He designed cards for
general practice and for the ear, nose and throat spe-
cialty. The ENT cards included drawings of the nares,
pharynx, larynx and ear drum on which pathological
changes could be sketched. He also developed a modi-
fication of the Myles lingual tonsillectome and he made
a lingual tonsillectome modelled after the Laforce
adenotome. In operative technique he described a special
method for opening peritonsillar abscesses and he de-

See A. P. SMITH, The Society for the Promotion of Negro
Specialists in MIeedicine, J.N.M.A., v. 46, pp. 260-263, July,
1954.
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vised an incision for myringotomy using a curved in-
cision for the radial fibers and the radial incision for the
circular fibers.

Dr. Barnes addressed many lay audiences, gave radio
broadcasts and wrote articles for the weekly press. One
of the latter was a description of the women of the
Ubangi from Africa, whose lips had been stretched to
as much as six inches in diameter by the insertion of
wooden disks. For this article he collaborated with
Lawrence D. Christmas, D.D.S., who examined with
him these women who were appearing with the Barnum
and Bailey-Ringling Brothers Circus.

Dr. Barnes busy life did not permit him much leisure.
He never drank, but rarely smoked and denied himself
the ordinary luxuries and pleasures of urban life. His
work, civic activities and family gave him a well
rounded day. An early riser, his staff and nurses at the
hospitals were always annoyed by his seven A.M. opera-
tion for which he would start to scrub at six fifty. A
devotee of punctuality, he would always appear at the
time expected. When chairman of a meeting he would
start at the appointed hour no matter how sparse the
audience.

Deeply religious, Dr. Barnes was a regular attendant
at the Zoar Methodist Church, of which he was presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees for over fifteen years. He
founded the Zoar Community Building and Loan As-
sociation in March 1924 and served as its president from
that date until his death in 1945. This association
weathered the great depression and thrives today with
assets of over $267,000. Dr. Barnes organized a well
baby clinic and established and taught first aid classes in
Zoar Church and at several other churches. In the
1930's he began to teach a class of young men in Sunday
school. When the first members of this class entered the
military service during World War II, Dr. Barnes made
a pact with these boys. They agreed to pause for a few
moments of prayer every day, wherever they might be,
so that they could all be joined through this spiritual
medium though oceans and continents might separate
them.

In politics Dr. Barnes ran as Independent Republican
candidate for the Pennsylvania Assembly in 1932 and
served as chairman of the Eastern Pennsylvania Division
for Negro voters in the unsuccessful campaign of
Mayor F. Davis Wilson in 1938.

In 1937 Dr. Barnes was appointed as one of the orig-
inal members of the Philadelphia Housing Authority and
reappointed for a five year term by Mayor S. Davis
Wilson in 1938. He served as assistant secretary-treas-
urer of the Authority until his death.
He gained the respect and admiration of the members

of the Authority and its staff as well as civic leaders
and the public for his honest and considered opinions
and his dedication to the task of providing good hous-
ing for the people of Philadelphia and the Negro popu-
lation in particular. He fought to insure a just propor-
tion of housing for Negroes and at the same time in-
sisted on integration of Negroes and whites in the
projects. He was instrumental in getting employment for

many deserving Negroes during his terms on the Au-
thority. At his funeral the President of the Housing Au-
thority appeared personally to give a glowing tribute to
their respected member.

Dr. Barnes was a member of Alpha Phi Alpha, Sigma
Pi Phi, the NAACP, the Elks, the Masons and the Odd
Fellows.
On September 21, 1912 he married Miss Mattie E.

Thomas. Their five sons in order are: W. Harry Barnes,
Jr., a mortician in Philadelphia; Lloyd T. Barnes, M.D.,
an internist in New York; Ralph W. Barnes, an indus-
trial designer in Philadelphia; Leroy T. Barnes, M.D., a
radiologist in Lyons, N. J.; and Carl L. Barnes, now in
the U. S. Army.

In 1938 he began to suffer from hypertension and had
a subarachnoid hemorrhage from which he recovered,
but his activities were thereafter curtailed. In 1943 he
sustained a spinal injury with paraplegia. After several
months he was able to conduct some activities from a
wheel chair. In mid 1944 complications began to weaken
him and he was confined to Mercy Hospital where he
finally died of broncho-pneumonia January 15, 1945.

W. MONTAGUE COBB, M.D.

N.B.-The Editor is Pleased gratefully to acknzowledge the co-
operation of Dr. Lloyd T. Barnes int furnishing umost
of the data u5sed in thtis sketch1.

PUBLICATIONS OF DR. BARNES

1. The Dentist's Consultant, J.N.M.A., 13:50-52, 1913.
2. Prophylactic Tonsillectomy. J.N.M.A., 11:1-5, 1919.
3. Acute Mastoiditis. J.N.M.A., 12:20-22, 1920.
4. The Diagnosis of Foreign Body in the Lung.

J.N.M.A., 13:178-180, 1921.
5. Practical Points on the Nose, Throat and Ear.

J.N.M.A., 13:102-105, 1921.
6. Announcements-Post Graduate Courses at John

A. Andrew Hospital; Opthalmology and Otolaryn-
gology. J.N.M.A., 14:55-57, 1922.

7. The Tuning Fork Test. J.N.M.A., 14:95-98, 1922.
8. The Contra-indications of Tonsillectomy. J.N.M.A.,

14:235-239, 1922.
9. A Simplified Method of Removing Naso-Pharyngeal

Fibromas. Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Monthly, No-
vember, 1924.

10. Tuberculous Laryngitis: Some New Conclusions
from a Study of 273 Cases. J.N.M.A., 16:163-167,
1924.

11. A Plea for the More General Use of Local Anes-
thesia in Tonsillectomy. Laryngos., Sept., 1925.

12. The So-Called Naso-Pharyngeal Fibromas by Prof.
E. J. Moure. Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Monthly,
July, 1925.

13. Compend of Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throat,
by F. Bonnet-Roy, Assistant Clinic Chief of the
Paris Faculty of Medicine. Preface by Professor
Pierre Sebileau. English Translation of privately
printed, 1925.

14. An Improved Hypophyscope. Laryngos., 27:379-380,
1927.

(Concluded on page 69)
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15. Nasal SuLrgery. Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Monthly,
5:679-701, 1927.

16. The Pituitary Gland. (The Surgical Treatment of
Disease of). J.N.M.A., 19:63-65, 1927.

17. Edema of the Larynx. J.N.M.A., 20:1-3, 1928.
18. Mastoid Disease. J.N.M.A., 21:105-106, 1929.
19. Lung Abscess. J.N.M.A., 23: 25-28, 1931.
20. A Pulmonary Case for Diagnosis. J.N.M.A., 24:

24-26, 1932.
21. Cerebellar Abscess. Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat

Monthly, 12:454-458, 1933.
22. The Necessity of Bronchoscopy in the Diagnosis

and Treatment of the Lungs. J.N.M.A., 25:154-157,
1933.

23. President's Address: The Business Side of the
N.M.A., as Gleaned From a Review of this Admin-
istration. J.N.M.A., 28:143-145, 1936.

24. The Rationale of Otomastoiditis. J.N.M.A., 31:205-
209, 1939.

NMA AUTHORS

KESSLER, A. D. and R. B. SCOTT, C. H. KELLEY and
R. STEINMAN: Cystic Tuberculosis of the Bones in
Children. Am. J. Dis. of Child. v. 88, pp. 201-209,
1954.

SCOTT, R. B. and L. C. FREEMAN and A. D. FERGUSON:
Studies in Sickle Cell Anemia. Pediatrics, v. 14, pp.
209-214, 1954.

MARCHALL, L. M. and K. 0. DONALDSON, L. H. NEW-
MAN and M. M. KHAN: On Malic Acid and Car-
boxylations in Vivo in the Liver of the Chick
Embryo. J. of Biol. Chem. v. 209, pp. 697-704,
1954.

'NM A ACTIVITIES

RESUME OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES
59th Annual Convention, August 9-13, 1954

Howard University, Washington, D.C.

The House of Delegates of the National Medical
Association was called to order at 5:00 P.M. on Mon-
day, August 9, 1954 for its 59th Annual Session. In the
atbsence of the Speaker, DR. E. M. WILKINS (Tennessee),
the Vice Speaker, DR. RALPH W. HIXSON (Ohio), was
the presiding officer, hereafter called the Speaker. Prayer
was offered by DR. 0. B. TAYLOR (Tennessee).

In addressing the House of Delegates the Presiding
Officer, Vice Speaker Hixson, requested the full co-
operation of all delegates and asked that they confine their
discussions in accordance with the Constitution and By-

Laws, and/or the Roberts Rules of Order. He made
specific reference to Article IV, Sections 1, 2 and 3
of the Constitution and Chapter IV of the By-Laws.
A report of the Credentials Committee was given by

Dr. H. L. Small (Md.), secretary of the committee,
showing a total of 174 eligible delegates.
The Minutes of the 1953 Session were read by the

Secretary of the House, DR. M. B. DAVIS (N.C.). The
Minutes were adopted.
The Speaker announced the following appointmiients:

Credentials Committee
Dr. T. C. Henderson, Ill., Chairman
Dr. H. L. Small; Maryland
Dr. R. C. Bryant, Oklahoma
Committee o;z Report of Officers
Dr. 0. B. Taylor, Tenn., Chairman
Dr. J. M. Whittico, West Virginia
Dr. A. W. E. Bassette, Virginia
Dr. J. B. Matthews, Texas

Committee on Medical Educationl
Dr. D. T. Rolfe, Tenn., Chairman
Dr. R. S. Jason, Dist. of Col.
Dr. E. I. Robinson, California
Dr. Vaughan C. Mason, New York
Public Health and Hygiene
Dr. G. H. Lane, Miss., Chairman
Dr. R. D. Douglas, Texas
Dr. D. W. McPeters, Texas
Dr. H. B. Moore, Tennessee
Dr. David Johnson, Illinois

Reference Co,mmittee
Dr. R. Stillmon Smith, Ga., Chairman
Dr. R. H. Carter, Georgia
Dr. J. Sylvester Smith, Indiana
Dr. J. M. Bell, Kansas
Dr. Evan A. Gilkes, Maryland
Committee on Sections and Section 11Vork-
Dr. E. Moten, Indiana, Chairman
Dr. R. B. Jackson, Georgia
Dr. W. M. Hoffler, Virginia
Dr. E. L. Rann, North Carolina
Committee on Legislature and Public Relatioins
Dr. J. S. Perry, Dist. of Col., Chairman
Dr. Von D. Mizell, Florida
Dr. E. E. Blackman, North Carolina
Dr. H. F. Bouyer, Illinois
Dr. Moses Clayborne, Pennsylvania
Director of Publicity
Dr. A. C. Terrence, Louisiana
Committee oni Rules and Order of Business
Dr. S. E. Moore, Missouri, Chairman
Dr. R. S. Jason, Dist. of Columbia
Dr. P. T. Robinson, California
Dr. D. W. Mazique, Illinois
Memos ial Committee
Dr. S. C. Coleman, Arkansas, Chairman
Dr. D. W. Turner, Indiana


